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General Membership Meeting/Social  

 

The annual FM membership meeting and social will be held on WEDNESDAY, FEB. 10.  The date 

change is due to the fact that TGMS exhibitors need to set up on Tuesday afternoon.  

The meeting will again be held in the restaurant at InnSuites (now changing its name to Hotel 

Tucson City Center) at 4:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors Meeting 

The annual Board of Directors meeting will be held on FRIDAY, FEB. 12 at 7:30 a.m. in the Lounge at 

InnSuites. Breakfast will be served.  All Board Members, Chapter Members, and Affiliated Representa-

tives are invited to attend. Chapter presidents, if you cannot attend, please recruit someone from your 

membership to present your chapter report.   

REPLY TO REGINA AUMENTE  (raumente@aol.com) TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE. She would 

like to get an accurate count so that we do not pay for meals for no-shows. 

 

(Not) Nominating Committee Report 

 

Due to the fact that there is no valid report from the Nominating Committee, it is necessary 

that all nominations take place during the General Membership Meeting on Wednesday, 

February 10
th
.  Please notify any Board Member (or fellow member) of your willingness to 

be nominated, or, if you know some one who would be a productive Board Member, ask 

him/her if he/she would be willing to serve and then NOMINATE HIM/HER.   



An email from Robert Housley, Southern California Chapter:  

As you have probably heard much of California has already been closed to mineral collecting and there are plans in the 
works to close off even more.  One partial remedy that has been suggested is for mineral clubs to file mining claims on 
important study localities.  Does FM have any position on this idea?  Are affiliated Chapters allowed to file such claims?  
If FM does not have a position perhaps this could be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

The reply from Allan Young, FM Board: 

  

Sorry for the delay in responding, and thank you for a good excuse to write about a subject that has troubled me for some time. 

  

First of all, to my knowledge, the National FM does not have an official position on their chapters filing mining claims on min-

eral collecting sites, but I will check at our next board meeting coming up next month.  I do know that many mineral clubs 

throughout the west have indeed done this in the past, our local club here in Boise included, and there is certainly nothing in 

the Mining Law that would preclude a club from doing so.  A couple of cautions, however:  Most clubs, because they have 

fewer than 10 claims, fall under what is called the "small miner's exemption" which, provided they file the proper paperwork 

annually, does not require payment of the annual maintenance fee, now $140/claim.  However, if one or more of the club's 

officers or directors also uses the small miner's exemption for their own claims, and if the aggregate number of their claims 

and the club's claims exceeds 10, then the club could be responsible for payment of the annual maintenance fee.  The second 

thing is, mining claims only give the locator the EXCLUSIVE rights to the minerals contained therein, provided they are 

"locatable."  (Mineral specimens and gemstones are typically locatable, but not always)  When areas containing mining claims 

are withdrawn from mineral entry, such as with the California Desert Conservation Act, mining is severely restricted if not pro-

hibited on those included claims, and the claims may be subject to a validity examination.  If the claim fails the validity exami-

nation, then it will be closed.  In this case, a mining claim does not provide any protection whatsoever against the prohibition of 

collecting. 

  

Management of our public lands is becoming more and more recreation oriented.  I believe what we need to do is convince 

public lands managers that RECREATIONAL MINERAL COLLECTING IS NOT MINING, IT IS RECREATION.  (What I mean by recrea-

tional mineral collecting is that which done with hand tools and results in only minor disturbance.  Activities involving mecha-

nized equipment generally require that a notice or plan of operations be submitted.)  This activity is frequently not ad-

dressed in many resource management plans (which are updated every few years and govern the way the the public lands are 

managed) and, as a result, how this activity is treated is many times left to the discretion of the local managers.  I believe it is 

in the resource management planning process that the battle for our recreational mineral collecting rights will be won or lost.  

Many times, the legislation that creates wilderness areas and recreation areas do not contain a specific prohibition against 

recreational collecting.  Such an example was the legislation that created the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.  It is only in 

an obscure entry in an addendum to the Sawtooth National Forest Resource Management Plan that one can find any prohibi-

tion to mineral collecting.  BLM regulations actually provide for recreational mineral collecting activities within wilderness areas 

(43 CFR 6302.15), but this can be trumped by local planners.  Therefore, I believe what the mineral collecting community 

needs to do is become much more involved in the planning process.  That means getting on the BLM and USFS mailing lists for 

planning documents, assign someone in each club or organization to be a watchdog, and get their members to write letters to 

the agencies.  Otherwise, I, like many FM members and avid field collectors, am concerned that someday recreational mineral 

collecting will not be a permitted activity on much of our public lands.  

 
The e-newsletter saves volunteers time and FM money!  Help us by getting 

your newsletter via email! 

Ask your chapter secretary to notify National FM, alternatively you may 

email Regina (raumente@aol.com) or Carol (carolsmith72@msn.com) to 

receive this newsletter via email. 

We respect your privacy and will never share or sell your email address!  
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National Officers  

President:       Julian Gray, 524 Robin Lane S.E., Marietta, GA, 30067-7046; Julian.gray@comcast.net 

Vice President:       Allan Young, 315 E. Carter Street, Boise, ID, 83704; allanyoung@msn.com 

Secretary/Editor:   Carol Smith, 1731 Daphne Street, Broomfield, CO 80020-1157; 1731smith@gmail.com 

Treasurer:   Regina Aumente, 6 Santa Ana Loop, Placitas, NM 87043; raumente@aol.com 

Web Master:   Jim Etzwiler; kd7bat@arrl.net 

FM Web Address:   www.friendsofmineralogy.org  

Past President:   Virgil Lueth, New Mexico Tech, 801 Leroy Place, Socorro, NM 87801; wlueth@nmt.edu 

National Friends of Mineralogy Board of Directors 

Term 

Expires    Name   email      Phone 

2010 Regina Aumente  raumente@aol.com    (505) 867-0423 

 Bill Dameron  baritebill@aol.com    (360) 546-1267 

 Julian Gray  Julian.gray@comcast.net    (770) 973-3632 

 Virgil Lueth  vwlueth@nmt.edu    (505) 835-5140 

 William (Skip) Simmons wsimmons@uno.edu    (504) 259-5105 

2011 Ray Grant  raycyn@cox.net     (480) 814-9086 

 Aaron Wieting    pdxpounder@hotmail.com    (503) 248-5361 

 Allan Young      allanyoung@msn.com    (208) 343-7006  

 Nelson Shaffer  shaffern@indiana.edu    (812) 855-2687 

 Gloria Staebler  gloria@lithographie.org    (860) 267-1512 

2012 Jim Etzwiler  kd7bat@arrl.net     (206) 633-1512 

 James F. Hurlbut  jfhu@earthlink.net    (303) 279-7796 

 Mark Mauthner  mmauthner@gmail.com    (760) 603-4352 

 Carol Smith  carolsmith72@msn.com    (303) 439-9090 

 Art Soregaroli  arockdoc@telus.net    (604) 731-8946 

 

Chapter Presidents (also Board Members) and ex-Officio Members  

Colorado Chapter:  President, Larry Havens, Lghavens@aol.com; P.O. Box 5276, Golden, CO 8-401-5276 
Midwest Chapter:  President, Bob Harman; website www.indiana.edu/~minerals 

Pacific Northwest Chapter:  President, Robert Meyer, pyrite111@hotmail.com, website www.pnwfm.org 

Pennsylvania Chapter:  President, Arnold Mogel, 15 Oak Road, Schuykill,  PA, 17972, pioche@verizon.net;  website: 

www.geocities.com/sajas.geo/FM/index.htm 

Southern California Chapter:  President, Bob Reynolds, 220 South Buena Vista St., Redlands, CA 92373-5129, (909) 792-3548 (H); (951) 
781-7152 (B), rreynolds220@verizon.net; Secretary, Jennifer Rohl, 212 Backs Lane, #C, Placentia, CA 92870; (909)781-9310, 

rohl@earthlink.net, website: www.mineralsocal.org/scfm/welcome.htm 

Mississippi Valley Chapter:  President: Larry Nuelle,  lmnhbn@fidnet.com 

Southeast Chapter:  President, Anita Westlake, 1253 Spencer Avenue, East Point, GA 30344; (404) 761-7849; libawc@emory.edu; web-

site: www.southeastfm.net 

Rocks & Minerals Magazine:  ex-Officio, Marie Huizing, rocksandminerals@fuse.net, (513) 574-7142 

Mineralogical Record Magazine:  ex-Officio, Wendell Wilson, minrec@earthlink.com, (520) 299-5274 

Mineralogical Society of America:  ex-Officio, Alex Speer, j_a_speer@minsocam.org, (703) 652-9950 

Friends of Mineralogy, Inc. is affiliated with The Mineralogical Record, Rocks & Minerals, The Mineralogical Society of America and the 

American Geological Institute.   

Please forward newsletter corrections/changes to Carol Smith, newsletter editor, carolsmith72@msn.com;  303-4639-9090 

Volume 40 Issue 1 Page 3 

mailto:rreynolds220@verizon.net


Friends of Mineralogy 

c/o Carol Smith 

1731 Daphne Street 

Broomfield, CO 80020-1157 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

WWW . FRIEND SOF MINERALOG Y . ORG  

 

Please check the year in the upper right hand corner of the your mailing label.  If it is any number less than 2010, your dues are overdue, 

and this might be the last newsletter you receive.   

 

Dues Reminder —  

Chapter Treasurers &  

National Members 

 

It's that time of year again when we beg, plead and cajole you to 

remit your dues for the coming year.  National members please 

send your check for $11 to the treasurer, Regina Aumente, 6 

Santa Ana Loop, Placitas, NM  87043.  Chapters, please send 

your updated membership lists and dues payments as soon as 

possible.  Your continuing support is needed so that we can afford 

to communicate with members, provide donations for Chapter 

symposia, offer awards at the Tucson show, and in other ways 

provide encouragement for mineral collectors.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


