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President’s Message 
By Mark Jacobson 
 
 The Tucson Gem and Mineral Show is 
just a short memory now with the sphalerite and  
wurtzite mineral symposium at Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio and the hydrothermal mineralization 
symposium at the Tellus Museum, Carterville, 
Georgia. Both were in March. The Rochester 
Mineral Symposium, Rochester, New York in 

April, and the New England Mineral Conference, Newry, Maine in May were 
also recently finished.  
 

The activities ahead are summer field collecting with splendid 
weather in the Rockies. The Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society a few 
weeks ago in June completed their annual mineral show with a handful of 
great displays based on a few themes. Pyrite was one theme with Larry Ha-
vens showing a diversity of worldwide pyrite localities. Ray Berry planned a 
Minerals from the Pikes Peak Batholith display which sadly became a me-
morial case of great self-collected specimens. Another just past event dur-
ing the middle of June was the 8th International Pegmatite Symposium in 
Kristiansand, Norway (see pictures on page 14). 

 
New events are following. The Colorado School of Mines Precious 

Metal Symposium is coming in July, followed by the 50th year anniversary of 
the Denver Gem and Mineral Show in September, the FM Pacific Northwest 
Mineral Symposium in October and the New Mexico Mineral Symposium in 
Socorro in November. Plenty of activities to enjoy.  I encourage any past or 
future attendees to these or other mineral symposia to submit summaries 
with pictures of the meetings for the national newsletter for others to enjoy.   

 
 Amidst all these activities, a majority of the FM board of directors 
and chapter presidents have agreed to move our national website to a new 
provider and convert the pages to different software so that they can be 
more easily updated and thus more current on the activities of the chapters 
and National. Once the change is completed, which should be soon, I’ll be 
able to write more about other improvements and activities. See page 9 for 
more information.  
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 
  

PRESIDENT: Mark Jacobson; markivanjacobson@gmail.com 
VICE PRESIDENT: Virgil Lueth; New Mexico Tech, 801 Leroy Place , Socorro NM 87801-4796; vwlueth@nmt.edu 
SECRETARY: Sue Liebetrau, 11822 SW Lodi Court, Powell Butte, OR 97753; liebetrauam@msn.com  
TREASURER: Gloria Staebler, PO Box 234, Arvada, CO 80001; gastaebler@aol.com 
WEBMASTER: Jim Etzwiler, 19011 312

th
 Ave NE, Duvall, WA 98019; kd7bat@arrl.net   

PUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON: Gail Spann, bikingail@aol.com  
EDITOR: Beth Heesacker, 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove, OR 97116, heesacker@coho.net  

 
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  
 
Terms expire in February, 2018 just before the general meeting : 
   Clyde Spencer; c_spencer123@att.net 
   Jim Etzwiler; kd7bat@arrl.net 
   James Houran;  jim_houran@yahoo.com 
   Sue Liebetrau; liebetrauam@msn.com 
 
Terms expire in February, 2019 just before the general meeting : 
   Bob Meyer, pyrite111@hotmail.com 
   Virgil Lueth; vwlueth@nmt.edu 
   Mark Jacobson; markivanjacobson@gmail.com 
   Linda Smith,  vanegas3@charter.net 
 
Terms expire in February, 2020 just before the general meeting : 
   Allan Young, allanyoung@msn.com 
   Gloria Staebler, gastaebler@aol.com 
   Randy Marsh, marsh.rg@pg.com 
   William Besse, wwbesse@gmail.com 

 
 

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES (ALSO BOARD MEMBERS) 
  

COLORADO CHAPTER: Jeff Self; selfawareminerals@gmail.com  
MIDWEST CHAPTER: Kenneth Bladh; kbladh@wittenberg.edu   
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER: Bruce Kelley; bruce.kelley@gmail.com 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER: Joe Marchesani; Jmarch06@comcast.net 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER: Dr. Don Buchanan; dbuch7326@aol.com 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY CHAPTER: Larry Nuelle; LNuelle@gmail.com 
NEW JERSEY CHAPTER: David Shapiro; Dshapiro33@gmail.com 

 
  

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS 
  

ROCKS & MINERALS: Marie Huizing; rocksandminerals@fuse.net  
THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD: Wendell Wilson; minrecord@comcast.net  
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA: Alex Speer; jaspeer@minsocam.org  

Mindat: Jolyon Ralph; jolyon@mindat.org 

MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA: Paula Piilonen; ppiilonen@mus-nature.ca 

MINERAL NEWS: Tony Nikischer; tony@excaliburmineral.com  

 

Deadline for the next FM Newsletter is  

September 20, 2017 
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Article from the Southern California Newsletter, June 2017 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

2017 Future Changes to the  
FM National Webpages 

 

 A majority of the FM National board of directors, officers and FM chapter representatives have 
approved the plan to move the FM website to a non-AGI service provider that allows the use of Word-
press software. This change is being implemented to allow for easier and more frequent updating of the 
website. The FM National webpages are also being redesigned by Bill Besse who has agreed to imple-
ment these changes. This change will not affect the site url or domain name, only who is hosting the 
site. Users will only notice changes to the pages, not its location. 
 

These changes are to create and maintain separate pages on the site with 1) a list of all future 
symposiums, links to those future symposia for information on attending and recent past symposiums; 
2) status of state locality indexes and state mineralogy books; 3) continue adding past FM newsletters 
that can be downloaded as pdfs until a complete historic record is achieved; 4) An abstracted history of 
the National organization with chapter formation, 5) updated results of FM awards with some history of 
the awards and 6) direct website visitors to the FM national facebook pages for current activities. 
 
Mark Ivan Jacobson 
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Article from the Pennsylvania Chapter Newsletter, Summer 2017 
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COLORADO 
CHAPTER  
UPDDATE 

 
 The Colorado Chapter of Friends of Mineralogy has been very busy this 
year. For our March meeting our speaker was Markus Raschke from the Uni-

versity of  Colorado. His presentation was titled Mineralogy and Petrology of a REE pegmatite near 
Wellington Lake Colorado.  It was a case study providing a new insight into pegmatite petrogenisis. 
This was a very informative talk. 
 
 Our May speaker was Linda Burns, president of the Denver Gem and Mineral Guild. Her 
presentation was about the Stratica salt mine in Hutchinson Kansas. It was very well received.  
 
 This upcoming July 20th through 24th FMCC is co-hosting the Gold and Silver deposits in Colo-
rado Symposium. This will be a 4 day event to be held at the Colorado School of Mines campus. Two 
days of presentations and 2 days of optional field trips. A full list of speakers and posters, field trips and 
registration is available through the FMCC website. friendsofmineralogycolorado.org  
 
  This September 15th through 17th is the 50th Denver Gem and Mineral Show. The show theme 
this year will be Gold and Silver. Expect to see wonderful displays of the precious metals. Mineral deal-
ers from around the globe will be bringing to Denver many of the world's treasures for sale.  Displays 
from individuals as well as Museums from around the world, will offer us a opportunity to enjoy some of 
the best specimens the world has to offer. FMCC is proud to be a part of the Denver Gem and Mineral 
Show Council.  
 
  We will also be hosting a reception and backstage tour of the Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science Mineral collection for the Society of Mineral Museum Professionals (SMMP) at  the Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science at 7:00 P.M. Thursday September 14th .  
 
Jeff Self , President  
Friends of Mineralogy  
Colorado Chapter  
 

    Pennsylvania  
    Chapter  
    Update 
 
 
 

FM-PA Chapter Symposium 
Saturday, November 4 
Field Trip November 5 
Our Chapter’s 2017 Symposium is set for Saturday, November 4, at Franklin & Marshall College in 
Lancaster, PA, with a field trip on Sunday. Please mark that weekend on your calendar and plan to 
attend.  
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PACIFIC  
NORTHWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Please note that the Micro-Mineral Study Group will also have a room with microscopes for visi-
tors to use, a presentation on micro-mineral photography on Friday evening, ongoing slide shows of mi-
cro-minerals, demonstrations and a give-away table during the Symposium on Friday evening and Sat-
urday. This room and its activities are free to all visitors. 
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SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 
CHAPTER  
UPDDATE 
 
 

 Fall Symposium Announcement  
 Plan for SCFM Fall Symposium, October 21, 2017 at the Fallbrook California Mineral Museum, 
with field trip to the Pala Chief Mountain mines in a world-class lithium pegmatite region. We will tour 
pegmatite mines collecting pegmatite minerals including pink tourmaline, kunzite, morganite, aquama-
rine, smoky quartz, etc.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

8th International Pegmatite symposium in Kristiansand, Norway 
 

The pegmatite wall at Iveland, Norway 
where anatexic simple mineralogy 
(plagioclase-mica-quartz-magnetite)  
pegmatites have formed directly. The  
people are the participants on the post-
symposium field trip of the 8th Internation-
al symposium on pegmatites (PEG2017). 
Photo by Ruth Yeager.  

Aeschynite-Y in feldspar matrix from Molland, 
Norway. Specimen on display in the Iveland 

Commune Mineral Museum next to the Iveland 
Kirke (Church).  
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FM AFFILIATES 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy is a long-time affiliate of The Mineralogical Record magazine. The magazine was 
founded in 1970 by John White, who was at that time a curator in the Mineral Sciences Department of the 
Smithsonian Institution. With the initial help of a financial backer, Arthur Montgomery, White succeeded in 
launching and bootstrapping the fledgling publication to the point where it was marginally self-sustaining.  
After seven years as editor and publisher, White stepped aside for a new Editor, Wendell Wilson.  
 
Since then the Mineralogical Record has grown steadily in size, quality and prominence, thanks to the contri-
butions of over 700 authors, photographers, artists, advertisers and donors. It has become a collective labor 
of love on the part of the entire mineralogical community worldwide. It is the only journal to have a new min-
eral species named in its honor (minrecordite), and it is the only journal to have received the Carnegie Miner-
alogical Award. Subscriptions, back issues, books and a variety of free databases are available online at 
www .Mineralogical Record .com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mineralogical Association of 

Canada 

 


